






































What is youth culture anyway?
Is youth culture
Bright young beings
Sharing their delight on Instagram
New kitsch scribbles with
Bold edges and bright colours
Like Tuesday Bassen and
Adam J Kurtz
For multi-million pound brands
And middle-aged opportunists
To take.
But they get the exposure for free.
The wit of Rudy Loewe
Without the punch.

Is youth culture

DarkMatter having to explain themselves over
And over

Past photos

For others to catch up

With their neon lippie

And flowing dresses

Perfectly tuned to the beauty of their souls,
Their bodies.

While trans and enby youths are the most at risk.
If their “culture” is young,

Is it because they might not be free to grow old?

Is youth culture

A Liverpudlian son of eighteen

About to retake his maths GCSE

Lying face down in a shopping centre

His hands behind his back

Mzee Mohammed.

Lay him under soft fanning leaves and rolling green hills,
In a sun washed place in Jamaica.

Karla says that when he goes to his grandmother’s house:
‘it’s going to open wide

and he will fly like a bird.’

It’s not a problem in England;

This would only ever trend in the States.

Is youth culture

These injustices still being recognised
In a few years time

But the names keep on being replaced.









Angry, spitting venom in my face
From when young,

Growling

Sneering

From higher ranks too

Is it me

My sex

My ancestors

Look it’s only me

Me who has learnt to avert eyes
Talk timidly

Passively

| never took exams in these

But passed with flying colours
My legs felt weak, like jelly

Hands shaking

| sit here now, on a wall
Above

Looking at all of it, my past
Like a film

| feel steadier

Still a little prone

But | get moments of feeling at ease
| hated and hate feeling that way
And now only learning what that way is
As | relax into who | am

Its only now | realize

Was it me

My sex

My ancestors

Why so angry at me
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